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Alithnayn Abdulkareem (she/her) is a development practitioner and writer based in Washington, DC. Currently a McHenry Fellow at
Georgetown University, she is focused on utilizing her inter-sectoral experience to redirect capital investments to the African grassroots.
Her writing covers critical analysis of culture as well as creative nonfiction. An alumnus of Chimamanda Adichie's writers workshop, she
has been commissioned by I-D, Wasafiri, Transitions, Brittle Paper, Action Aid, the World Bank and many others. She was one of the
Short Story Day Africa winners in 2021 and longlisted in 2019.

Tobiloba Akibo (she/her) has a first degree in architecture from Covenant University, and a master of science in landscape architecture
from University of Lagos. She has extensive experience in private residential landscaping and garden design. She is committed to land-
scape ecology and conservation, with specific interest in exploring historic landscape preservation and the evolution of landscape archi-
tecture styles within open spaces in post-colonial Nigeria. A registered member of the Society of Landscape Architects in Nigeria, she
currently practices in Lagos, Nigeria, where she runs a landscaping firm, Foliage by Tobiloba.

Ebunoluwa Akinbo (she/her) is a documentary photographer, photojournalist and filmmaker based in Lagos, Nigeria. With her back-
ground in sociology, she is interested in exploring societal narratives around culture, identity and migration. Ebunoluwa believes that pho-
tography is not just about creating visually interesting images, it is about storytelling. Ebunoluwa has worked on assignments with both
international and local organizations in Nigeria. She was commissioned by the New York Times to document the #Thisis18 project in
Lagos, Nigeria. Herwork ‘The passing of time’ was exhibited at the Lagos Photo Festival in 2018. In 2019, shewas nominated for the
annual Canon Storytelling Master Class in West Africa, and earned a scholarship to attend the annual Foundry Photojournalism
Workshop in Kigali, Rwanda. She exhibited alongside other photographers at the 25th Bamako Encounters - OFF exhibition under the
Nlele Institute in 2019. In 2020, Ebunocluwa was nominated for the World Press Photo Foundation’s annual Joop Swart Masterclass. In
the same year, she exhibited her work, ‘Rethinking Roots’ at the Lagos: Ownership and Identity conference, University of Lagos, Nigeria
and Bayreuth University, Germany. She is a mentee at the Nlele Institute, a member of the African Photojournalism Database and a
member of the 1884 collective.

Salimat Yewande Bakare (she/her) is a graduate architect, and a strong advocate for sustainable and gender-inclusive designs. She is
passionate about things that spark her creativity. This has led her to venture in various fields like architecture, urban design, creative
writing and journalism. Her research interests revolve around exploring creative strategies to design and plan sustainable and inclusive
communities. Driven by an ambition to make indelible impacts on humanity, she intends to build her career in journalism to use her skills
to spotlight placemaking strategies that provide high-quality, emotive and safe spaces. Salimat is currently building a community of
female architects who provide groundbreaking solutions to community development. In her spare time, she documents the stories of
African women in Architecture and Design, showcasing their achievements and nurturing beliefs rooted in Agency for https://www.african-
femalearchitects.work/.

Chidinma Chinke (she/her) is a visual artist and photographer based in Lagos, Nigeria. She studied Graphics Design at Yaba College of
Technology. Her work explores the dynamics of identity through inner conversations revolving around the architecture of spaces and
people, and investigating the systems that govern them. She was a participant of the Invisible Borders project in 2010 and 2011, the
Center for Contemporary Art Lagos’ Asiko Art Program in 2011 and 2012, the Nlele Institute & Goethe Institute photo project in 2014, and
the Flaneuse photography workshop in 2020. She was a two-time finalist in the National Art Competition organized by the African Artists
Foundation and Nigerian Breweries in 2011 and 2013. She was a recipient of the 'How Long is Now' Architecture Photography grant by
the African Artist Foundation in 2015 and a recipient of a project grant by Heinrich Boll Foundation Nigeria in 2020 for the project ‘Female
Artists' Perspective to Urban Planning in Lagos. Chidinma is currently an online Artist-in-Residence at the Belgrade Art Studio Residency,
2021.

Obioma Chukwuike (they/them) is a human rights and intersex activist. They are the founder and executive director of Intersex-Nigeria
(Center for Healthcare Development and Youth Empowerment). Their passion for change on various issues and challenges faced by
intersex persons drives their mission with Intersex-Nigeria. Obioma has a masters degree in environmental management and is a practic-
ing environmental consultant. They are using their activism and advocacy to create visibility, acceptance and recognition of rights of
intersex people in Nigeria and globally. Their hobbies are travelling, playing board games and reading.



Olayinka Dosekun (she/her) is an architectural and urban designer with experience in residential and commercial sectors as well as
cultural and public space. She holds a BA from the University of Oxford and an MArch from Harvard University, where she studied as a
Kennedy Scholar, and has worked as a financial analyst in London as well as at leading architectural practices around the world such as
Barkow Leibinger - Berlin, Sheppard Robson - London and MASS Design - Boston.

Nengi Nelson (she/her) is a visual artist who uses photography and film as a means to relate her observations. Recurring themes in her
work are identity, choice, vulnerability and social issues. For her, identity serves a means to introspect and question "being", beyond
social norms, especially in African Spaces. She explores choice and how humans decide on who they become, exploring the factors that
permit identity in individuals. To further understand the notion of the self, she explores the role of the community as either an oppressor or
liberator of one’s identity. She draws inspiration from personal and external experiences. Her project Underbridge explores sexual harass-
ment and questions what happens when the space meant to foster social commonality and civil interaction becomes a site for violence
and oppression.

Her works have shown at Lagos Photo festival, Alliance Francaise, Dance Gathering, BBC, ATLAS ETIHAD, ART X, Teen Vogue, etc.

Eve Nnaji (she/her) is an architectural designer. She received a bachelor of environmental Design from the University of Texas A&M
(2011-15), and a masters in advanced architecture at Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia (2019-21). She is the founder of
Even Designed and ADD.apt, with a focus on architecture, design, and data. Research interests include urban flood mitigation strategies,
appropriate design solutions for developing communities, biological methods for sustainable fabrication, and material development and
explorations. She worked with MOE Art Architecture, in Lagos, Nigeria in 2016, and A Whitespace Creative Agency from 2018 to 2019.

Orinayo Odubawo (she/her) is a graduate architect from the University of Lagos. She works as a research assistant at The Institute of
African and Diaspora Studies (IADS) at the University of Lagos, and recently presented a paper at University of Cambridge. She has won
several local and international design competitions. She seeks to express her creativity through different mediums, as an art and experi-
ence curator, photographer and writer. She wrote an article for Irin Journal, an African travel magazine, and contributed creatively to the
creation and curation of the magazine. Her research interests include: architecture and urbanism of precolonial African cities, the preser-
vation of Nigerian history and culture, the role of women in the development of Africa, placemaking in African cities and development of
local African building materials for construction in West Africa. She loves to travel and experience new cultures through design, music and
food.

Uchechukwuka Ojieh (she/her) is a graduate student of architecture, in the final year of her masters’ program at the University of Lagos.
She is from Delta State and has been living in Lagos since 2015. She believes in the theory of an architecture of place, an architecture
that conforms to its environment, solving all necessary problems through the materials used, space allocation or form development. She
is a Christian, a feminist and a bibliophile, and believes gender perspective in urban design and architecture needs to be addressed, and
that women need to feel safe, represented, empowered and included in all forms of the built environment.

Victoria Ogoegbunam Okoye (she/her) is a PhD candidate in urban studies and planning at the University of Sheffield. She has worked
on community and youth projects in Accra and Lagos centering residents' creative and everyday understandings of space and spatial
practices to inform design and planning.

Oladinni Olubunmi (she/her} is an honours graduate of urban and regional planning from Osun State University. Post graduation, she
has gained industry experience as an urban designer and estate manager. After successfully working on projects to create a pleasing
environment and managing properties for high profile clients in Lagos State, she now specializes in connecting people to value using
technology. She is currently a digital marketing specialist helping brands scale their business and build online presence.

Oluwatamilore Oni (she/her) is an urbanist heavily influenced by citizen-centric planning ideologies with 6 years of experience in the
social impact and innovation space, managing a variety of projects including Open City Lagos and Open House Lagos. She used to run
Black & Yellow Urbanism, a blog that creates urban-centred content in text and video formats. Her fascination with cities continues to
expand but is no match for the rapid development occurring in her home city, Lagos. She started out with degrees in architecture and
urban design and currently manages the Sub-Saharan Africa philanthropic portfolio in a corporate multinational.



Mariam Tewogbade (she/her) is an urban planner with experience in urban design, who specializes in recreational planning. She holds a
BSc. from Osun State University where she studied urban and regional planning and has overseen several urban designs while working
as an intern, and graduate planner at the department of urban and regional planning, Osun State University, Nigeria.

Chidubem Ude (she/her) as a student; pursuing a master's degree in environmental design from the University of Lagos, Chidubem
does more than design. She has studied painting under the master painter Wallace Ejorh (at Simple Plan Studios) and has been a junior
researcher at the African Contemporary Institute of Design since 2017. These experiences have shown her that storytelling can take
many forms, and the process of creating and making can be a form of research. She believes these experiences will help shape the way
she chooses to practice architecture after graduation.

Monika Umunna (she/her) is a German born sociologist. She has been living in Lagos, Nigeria since 1997. She joined the local Heinrich
Boll Foundation office in 1999. Since 2011, she is the program manager of the "Inclusive Megacity Lagos" program
(https://ng.boell.org/en/megacity-lagos), which aims to bring together members of marginalised communities, academics, civil society,
artists and government representatives to develop inclusive urban planning and municipal service solutions.

Venessa Williams (she/her) is an architect and urban designer passionate about people-centred design and implementing solutions to
social and urban challenges. She has a masters in architecture from University of Lincoln, England, as well as a masters in city and tech-
nology from Institute of Advanced Architecture of Catalonia. She has 4 years of experience working with architecture firms in Nigeria,
including cmDesign Atelier, Lagos. One of her projects, ‘Veus’, an app used to enhance the participation of communities in decision
making, was featured in the Dubai Grad Show in 2018.







































































































































